
Mental Health Access:  A 
School and Community  

Approach

Gail M. Smith

Georgia School Counselors Association

Advocacy Chair



A Framework for Safe and Successful 
Schools
Authored by:

American School Counselor Association (ASCA)

National Association of School Psychologists (NASP)

School Social Work Association of America (SSWA)

National Association of School Resource Officers (NASRO)

National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP)

National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP)



GSCA Recommendations

Community Mobilization which 
Integrates Mental Health Services 

through Collaboration
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GSCA Recommendations

Develop and Implement Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support

(Pyramids of Intervention)
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GSCA Recommendations

Provide/Sustain Funding for School-Based 
Mental Health Supports

School Counselors 
Social Workers
Psychologists



GSCA Recommendations

Improve Access to School-Based Mental 
Health Supports





GSCA Recommendations

Develop a Statewide Model that 
Integrates School Safety and 
Crisis/Emergency Prevention, 

Preparedness, Response, and Recovery



PREPaRE School Crisis Prevention and Intervention Training Curriculum. Adapted with permission from Cherry 

Creek School District. (2008). Emergency response and crisis management guide. Greenwood Village, CO: Author.



GSCA Recommendations 

1. Community Mobilization which Integrates Services through 
Collaboration

2. Develop and Implement Multi-tiered Systems of Support

3. Provide/Sustain Funding for School-Based Mental Health Supports

4. Improve Access to School-Based Mental Health Supports

5. Develop a Statewide Model that Integrates School Safety and 
Crisis/Emergency Prevention, Preparedness, Response, and 
Recovery
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